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 24 Ore Cultura is engaged in the management of art museums in Italy and in the 

enhancement of art collections whether public or private: considering museums and art 

collections not only a cultural but also an economic development factor, 24 Ore Cultura 

places both economic and managerial resources at the disposal of the individual institutions. 

 

The Museo delle Culture of Milan, designed by David Chipperfield Architects during 15 years 

of work and belonging to the Municipality, can be considered the international and multi-

ethnic dimension of Milan. With a permanent collection of over eight thousand works of art 

of non European cultures, from pre-Columbian artifacts to works of modern and 

contemporary art of great anthropological interest like, for instance, a reconstruction of 

Manfredo Settala’s wunderkammer and Picasso’s Femme nue painting, the Museo delle 

Culture represents a unique example in Italy and a positive case of public-private relation. 

The management of the spaces has been entrusted to 24 Ore Cultura that - in partnership 

with major international museums - plans and produces temporary exhibitions, attends to 

the didactics addressed to children, youngsters and adults, manages the Museo delle Culture 

Junior, the commercial spaces and activities, such as the ticket office, the concept store, the 

bookshops of the exhibitions, the parking lot, the bar-bistrot, the restaurant, private events 

for companies and fundraising, while the Municipality preserves and enhances the 

permanent collections. 



The Project 



 
SPACES : 
 Educational area s.m. 288 net 

 Junior Museum of Cultures area around s.m. 300 

 Bar – Cafeterie s.m. 393 net 

 Storeroom for temporary exhibitions s.m. 275 net 

 Bookshop s.m. 140 net 

 Exhibition spaces s.m. 1350 net, in addition to curved central showcase 

 Auditorium s.m. 313 net 

 Forthcoming Restaurant s.m. 655 net, of which 260 s.m. for serving food 

 Underground parking s.m. 10.868 gross 



Activities 

Mudec Junior 

Training Courses 

Private Events 

Entertainment 

Temporary Exhibitions 

Restaurant 

Mudec Design Store 

Permanent Collection 



AFRICA 
27 March – 30 August 

Curated by Lorenz Homberger 
in collaboration with major International Museums and private collections 
Explored by 20th-century avant-garde artists – from Picasso to the Expressionists and the Surrealists – African art 
has been featured in many international exhibitions, organized mainly in countries with a richer and more 
complex colonial history than Italy’s. In Italy, an aesthetic appreciation of African artistic objects arose mainly 
through the eff orts of Carlo Ludovico Ragghianti and the work of Ezio Bassani, who has spent a lifetime studying 
African art and whose personal collection forms the nucleus of the Museo delle Culture in Milan. The Magica 
Africa exhibition comprises about 150 works, including a sizeable number of sculptures, from major European 
museums and from some private Italian, Swiss and German collections. They are all pieces of considerable 
artistic, historic and cultural merit and excellent examples of their particular styles and periods. For each of the 
topics explored along a multifaceted itinerary, these works of art are aesthetic and cultural indicators, providing 
interpretative keys to analyze in greater depth a wide range of meanings and values. 

Curated by Antonello Negri, Ornella Selvafolta, Monica Aresi, Fulvio Irace 
in collaboration with major museums in Milan 
The ‘Mondi a Milano’ exhibition illustrates how the city of Milan has received and passed on to the 
general public information about non-European cultures through its most significant shows: from the 
exhibitions of applied and industrial art in the second half of the 19th century along the lines of the 
international Universal Exhibitions, which were then reformulated as the Biennials and Triennials of 
the 1920s and 1930s.  ‘Mondi a Milano’ follows a chronological order, pointing up the most relevant 
aspects of the information and documentation regarding distant lands, so that visitors can experience 
how things were viewed in the past, with their misrepresentations and distortions, which unfold in a 
versatile array of linked visual testimonies painted by Previati, Mariani and Fattori, in graphic designs, 
popular prints, posters and photographs. The aim of the exhibition is to make us reflect not only on 
the commercial side but also on the ideological implications of these big international shows and the 
impact they had on bringing cultures together. In this way it serves as an introduction to the 
forthcoming Expo 2015. 

MONDI A MILANO 
27 March – July 19 

Temporary Exhibitions 2015 



GAUGUIN 
The Lost Paradise 
28 October – 21 February 2016 

Curated by Flemming Friborg and Line Clausen Pedersen 
in collaboration with Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen 
Gauguin is drawn towards a rawness in his artistic expression which for him is synonymous with 
authenticity and truth: the primitive. This fascination runs like a thread of scarlet through all 
of Gauguin’s work from around 1885 until his death. With Gauguin the primitive does not start with 
the sojourn in Tahiti but grows from an intense desire to expand art’s possibilities of expression 
beyond Impressionism. He makes quite conscious use of a number of sources and blends together 
widely differing cultures and epochs in his attempt to reach his objective long before he travels to 
the South Seas. From the dark folklore of Brittany and the Romanesque art of the Middle Ages, by 
way of Javanese statues and ancient Danish tombs – that is the breadth of Gauguin’s first attempt to 
isolate the fundamental expression of the primitive and find a register which is sufficiently 
capacious to contain his project: the ultimate renewal of figurative art. Brittany, Southern France 
and Denmark all come to play roles in the formation of the primitive as an artistic driving force 
in Gauguin’s work – long before Polynesia. Also the World fairs, with their effects and their contents, 
were a source for the artist. 
Myth, fiction, dream and reality merge in Gauguin’s work from the early years to his death. This part 
of the exhibition explores the intersections between the various ‘phases’ of his work and traces 
some key elements in Gauguin’s artistic credo across time and place, across radical nature and 
radical art, finding a new and radical way of making art – an art closer to life, free from the 
constraints of European civilization, and independent of ‘First-world’ thinking and visual codexes. 

Organized with the help of Mattel, this temporary exhibit is dedicated to Barbie in her thousand of 
activities and vocations. Barbie born in 1959, has always followed the current trends, offering little 
girls a model to project themselves into the games and elaborate stories with various scenarios. 
We all know Barbie as a princess but she has also been a doctor, a veterinarian, a school teacher, a 
champion equestrian, a fashion star. Did you know astronaut Barbie walked on the moon and 
appeared in a military uniform while serving her country in the army? 
Barbie has become along time a symbolic doll. 
A fashion doll always in fashion, she has a typical silhouette and is immediately recognizable: 
incredibly long legs, beautifully styled hair, a sophisticates smiling face perfectly made up. She was 
inspired by Lili, a comics character promoted by the Bild Zeitung magazine in Germany in the 1950’s. 
Since her creation, a billion doll sold, Barbie nearly reached 4 generations of woman and remains the 
favorite doll of little girls today. 
 

22 September - 9 March 

In collaboration with Mattel 
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